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» The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) (3 Claim(s) 1-16 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) £<] Claim(s) 1-16 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) Q The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Pri rity under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)QAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

!.□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3-D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 



J 

1) ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) |El Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 2 . 



4) Q Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

5) O Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) D Other: 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) 
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Application/Control Number: 09/757,91 5 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3713 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Bessho x 169. 

3. Bessho discloses a display, a plurality of decision making means, a wagering means, a 
processor including a random means, a display for including a plurality of symbols oriented in an 
RXC matrix, and a processor including means to change the location of one or more symbol if 
the first outcome is not recognized by the paytable such that the one or more symbols move from 
their first outcome orientation to a different area in the RXC matrix to provide a second outcome 
recognized by the comparison means to be on the table (column 1, line 66 - column 4, line 67). 



Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Weiss "971 discloses a gaming device and method that allows a primary display and 
secondary display to be correlated to the extent that symbols of the primary display have vectors 
which direct that symbol associated with the vector onto the secondary display. 

Holmes '662 discloses a slot machine of allowing a player to increase a wager after the 
reels have begun spinning. 
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Inoue "524 discloses a slot machine with a plurality of motors each arranged for rotating 
a respective one of plurality of reels, a first driver device that start driving the motors in response 
to a start signal, and stops driving the motors in accordance with a stop signal. 

Georgilas '712 discloses the enhancement of the winning potential of a player while 
increasing player interest in the game. 

McGinnis '377 discloses a wagering game against the house, which includes the steps of 
wagering an amount of credits randomly selecting at least two primary sets of symbols and 
randomly selecting at leas one secondary set or symbols. 

Crawford '412 discloses a video machine wherein a player is allotted to save in memory 
one or more symbols from one or more previous games and use those symbols in a current game 
to obtain a winning combination. 

Smyth '537 discloses a slot machine displaying reels provided with a plurality of symbols 
occupying differing proportions of the circumferences of the reel, such that those symbols, which 
require greater prominence, occupy a larger proportion of the circumference. 

Kirk UK '571 discloses a fruit machine during a winning combination is obtained as a 
result of a hold, hop, nudge, or jump game feature. 

Parker UK '922 discloses a fruit machine having a nudge feature determined by the 
preferably accelerating advance of the illumination through the associated column. 

Wain UK '712 discloses a coin operated machine wherein a player can stake some or all 
of the win value on a secondary game, which may also involve the selection of symbols with the 
reel, and the counter is appropriately incremented if a win is achieved with the secondary game. 
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Edward UK '984 discloses a fruit machine having a nudge feature may be awarded 
whereby any of the reels may be indexed any number of times by pressing the nudge buttons 
provided that the total number of the nudges does not exceed the number initially awarded. 

Parker UK "782 discloses a fruit machine having a proposed feature for reverse nudging 
as alternative to forward nudging. 

Arnold UK '781 discloses a fruit machine having a primary nudge feature by a primary 
nudge feature selector. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alex P. Rada whose telephone number is 703-308-7135. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 08:00-16:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Valencia Martin- Wallace can be reached on 703-308-41 19. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9302 for 
regular communications and 703-872-9303 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-1 148. 



Alex P. Rada 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3713 
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The below text replaces the preprinted text under the heading, 
"Information on How ?o Effect Drawing Changes/\on the back 
of the PTO-948 (Rev. 03/01, or earlier) form. 

INFORMATION ON HOU TO EFFECT DRAW INC ( II \NCtS 
I. Correction of Informalities - J7 CFR 1.85 

New corrected drawings must be filed with the changes incorporated therein 
Identifying indicia, if provided, should include (he title oi the invention 
inventor's name, and application number, or docket number of any) ij an 
application number has not been assigned to the application If this inf ormation i> 
provided, it must be placed on the front of each sheet and centered uiihnwhc top 
margin. If corrected drawings are required in a Notice of Allowability (PTOL- 
57). the new drawings MUST be filed within the THREE MONTH shortened 
statutory period set for reply in the Notice of Allowability Extensions of lime 
may NOT be obtained under the provisions of 37 CFR I 1 36(a) or (b) for filing 
the corrected drawings after the mailing of a Notice of Allowability The 
drawings should be filed as a separate paper with a transmittal letter addressed to 
the Official Draftsperson 

2. Corrections other than Informalities Noted by Draftsperson on form PTO- 
948. 

All changes to the drawings, other than informalities noted by me Urartsperson. 
MUST be made in the same manner as above except that, normally, a highlighted 
(preferably red ink) sketch of the changes to be incorporated into thi new 
drawings MUST be approved by the examiner before the application will be 
allowed No changes will be permitted to be made other than correction oi 
informalities, unless the examiner has approved the proposed changes 

Timing of Corrections 

Applicant is required to subinii the drawing corrections within lite 
time period sei in the attached Office communication See ^7 CFR 
185(a) 

Failure to take corrective action within the set period will result in 
ABANDONMENT of the application 



